Gove County Commissioner Meeting Minutes
January 12, 2026 — Approved

The regular meeting of the Gove County Commissioners was called to order at 8:15 a.m. at the
Gove County Office Building. Members present were Chuck Kuntz, Adam Teeter, Joe
Schmidtberger, and County Attorney Steve Hirsch. Bonnie Cook was present, taking minutes.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Steve Hirsch requested an executive session for 10 minutes with Mike Weimer (by phone).
Commissioners, Steve Hirsch, and Bonnie Cook were present. Adam made a motion to go into
executive session from 8:22 a.m. until 8:32 a.m. for county attorney-client privilege. Joe
seconded the motion. The motion carried by unanimous vote. The Commissioners returned to
open meeting at 8:32 a.m.

Adam made a motion to approve the agenda. Joe seconded the motion. The motion carried by
unanimous vote.

Commissioner Reorganizational Items
The Board began reorganizing.

Joe made a motion to appoint Adam Teeter as Chairman. Chuck seconded the motion. The
motion carried by unanimous vote.

Chuck made a motion to appoint Joe Schmidtberger as Vice-Chairman. Adam seconded the
motion. The motion carried by unanimous vote.

Joe made a motion to designate the Gove County Advocate as the official county newspaper.
Chuck seconded the motion. The motion carried by unanimous vote.

Joe made a motion to use the IRS mileage rate of .72.5 cents per mile. Chuck seconded the
motion. The motion carried by unanimous vote.

Joe made a motion to set the depositories of Gove County funds as The Bank and Equity Bank.
Chuck seconded the motion. The motion carried by unanimous vote.

Chuck made a motion to set the pledging securities for the banks as follows: Bankers Bank of
Kansas, Security Bank, Commerce Bank, Kansas Collateral Pool Program, and Irrevocable
Letter of Credit — Federal Home Loan Bank. Joe seconded the motion. The motion carried by
unanimous vote.

Joe made a motion to remain members of the following organizations for Gove County: Kansas
Association of Counties (KAC), NACO, KLPG, NWKS Planning & Development, NWKS
Juvenile Justice Board, KNRCS and NWKS Local Environmental Protection Group. Chuck
seconded the motion. The motion carried by unanimous vote.



Chuck made a motion to appoint Adam Teeter to the NWKS Planning & Development Board.
Joe seconded the motion. The motion carried by unanimous vote.

Chuck made a motion to set the regular County Commissioner meetings as every other Monday
beginning January 12, 2026, with exceptions. Joe seconded the motion. The motion carried by
unanimous vote.

Chuck made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-1 for the County to have KMAAG complete
the financial statements and reports for the year. Joe seconded the motion. The motion carried by
unanimous vote.

Adam made a motion to have the last day the courthouse will be open to the public as December
30, 2026. Joe seconded the motion. The motion carried by unanimous vote.

Joe made a motion to approve closure to the public for year-end processing on December 31,
2026. Chuck seconded the motion. The motion carried by unanimous vote.

Amy Davidson presented the year-end report to the Commissioners. Amber Hutchison joined the
meeting at 9:38 a.m. Amy Davidson left the meeting at 9:42 a.m.

Erin Stoabs joined the meeting at 9:54 a.m. Erin presented the Road and Bridge voucher
summary report. Drew Tuttle joined the meeting at 9:56 a.m. The Commissioners discussed calls
they have received regarding county roads. Drew asked about starting grader bids from John
Deere and CAT. He also discussed mowers, skid steers, culverts, and cutting edges (blades). The
start date for the bridge east of Gove is January 19, 2026, on Co. Rd S bridge 130. Drew also
informed the Commissioners of a vehicle hitting Bridge 330, and Penco will evaluate CR 0, 80,
and 82. Drew and Erin left the meeting at 10:30 a.m.

Brenda Orr joined the meeting at 10:31 a.m. Brenda discussed a new early-detection program the
Health Department will offer. She also asked the Commissioners about converting the carport
into an examination room. Brenda discussed billing and financials and stated the Health
Department will begin Lifeline services in February. Brenda left the meeting at 11:20 a.m.

The Appraiser’s Office requested a meeting with all offices in the Gove County Office Building
to discuss how operations were being run. Present were Erin Lammers, Melissa Hanna, Amber
Hutchison, Bonnie Wood, Amy Davidson, Barb Bilinger, Merisa Union, Bonnie Cook, Jackie
Hrabe, and Liz Dilka. Discussion was held among all present. Erin, Melissa, Amber, Bonnie W.,
Amy, Merisa, Barb, Jackie, and Liz left the meeting at 12:23 p.m.

The Commissioners recessed for lunch at 12:23 p.m. The Commissioners returned from lunch at
12:58 p.m.,

Jewel Maier, Patrick Richmeyer, Nick Zerr, Booke Briggs, Von Tuttle, Roger Ringer, and
Amber Hutchison joined the meeting at 1:00 p.m. The Economic Development Board discussed
the future of the Economic Development Director position and expectations for the role, along
with the need for guidelines for the new director. Adam made a motion to appoint Nick Zerr as



Chair and Von Tuttle as Vice-Chair. Joe seconded the motion. The motion carried by unanimous
vote. The Economic Development Board left the meeting at 1:55 p.m.

Adam made a motion to approve Add and Abates numbered 2026000000 through 2026000006
and 2026000008.

Chuck made a motion to approve Accounts Payable checks as follows:
2025: Check numbers 74210 through 74244
2026: Check numbers 74245 through 74277 and check number 74209 for a special run.

Chuck made a motion to approve amended minutes. Joe seconded the motion. The motion
carried by unanimous vote.

Adam, Joe, Chuck, Bonnie, Cliff, Erin, and Melissa traveled to the Ethanol Plant for a tour of the
facility. They met with Dusty Zerr and Derek Piney at 2:30 p.m. Derek discussed the operations
of the Ethanol Plant and provided a tour of the facility. The tour concluded at 4:25 p.m.

Joe made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 4:26 p.m. Chuck seconded the motion. The motion
carried by unanimous vote.
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